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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

MINUTES OF THE AGM HELD ON 7th JUNE 2014 
AT OULTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
Present:         
Allyson Barron (Chair), Margaret Martin, Sheila Hunter, Brian Hunter, John Ward, Cllr Len Jacklin,  
Cllr Peter Collecott, Craig Barron, John Fort   
 
Apologies:           
Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Peter Aldous (Project Manager), Ivan Bunn, Lynn Ward.  Cllr Colin 
Law also sent apologies and asked to be informed of anything he needs to pick up. 

 
Minutes of the Previous AGM   
These were agreed to be a true record. 
 
Matters Arising 
Thanks to Cllr Mike Barnard for following up the 106 (now CIL – Community Infrastructure Levy).  We 
received the grant.  The Management and Maintenance Agreement with Waveney District Council 
has now been signed off. 
 
Chair’s Report 
A highlight has been achieving the CIL (106) Grant, especially as we knew it was difficult to secure.  It 
was not as much as originally promised.  The total amount had been distributed to the whole of 
Oulton Broad.  Our part was used to plant fruit trees.  The original stakes were stolen, but we are 
pleased to report that trees are bearing fruit (cherries and plums).  Thanks to Geoff Young and the 
Yard and to Holly Nurseries.  Another positive is that Holly Nurseries are now a named supplier to 
Waveney District Council.  We feel this represents good partnership relations.  We want to build on 
these relationships and the work achieved.  We would like to strengthen relationships with Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust and other conservation organisations.  Individuals have done species counts on the 
meadow.  John Ward heard a cuckoo in the meadow this week.  Ducks are back on the pond.  Thanks 
to our volunteers who cleared the pond.  Thanks to Christina for all her work as Project Manager.  
We have received £250 from Asda (this was left over from Air Show money).  Bonds Meadow is 
unique.  It will remain a nature conservation project.  We were given an “It’s Your Neighbourhood” 
award through Anglia in Bloom.  Len Jacklin said how delighted he was to discover a beautiful area 
he did not know existed.  Craig asked about dog litter signs. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Funds available to the Association - £1105-12.  A full Treasurer’s Report was distributed.  
Membership numbers are of concern.  Currently there are only 8 paid up members.  This means 
membership has gone down dramatically.  We need to try to strengthen membership numbers.  
However, we have received grants and donations.  John Ward did a bucket collection at a gig.  We 
spent £126-34 more than we raised.  Thanks to Sheila for her work as Treasurer.  It was agreed a 
membership campaign will be an agenda item at the next committee meeting. 
 
Election of Committee 
Brian Hunter proposed that Allyson Barron continues as Chair.  Seconded by Margaret Martin.   
John Ward proposed as Vice-Chair by Allyson Barron.  Seconded by Brian Hunter. 
Allyson Barron proposed that Sheila Hunter continues as Treasurer.  Seconded by Margaret Martin. 
Allyson Barron proposed Margaret Martin continues as Secretary.  Seconded by John Ward. 
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Election of Committee   continued) 
Christina and Peter Brinded have said they wish to remain the on the committee. This was agreed.It 
was agreed that the Committee will be formed as stated above. 
 
The Membership Secretary and Project Manager will be ratified at the next Committee meeting. 
 
Peter Aldous is managing project work and reports back through Allyson. 
 
Activities 
The loss of the Air Show is a huge loss to the area and to ourselves in terms of fund-raising, but we 
will not rely on this.  We need to be assured of £500 per annum.  Len Jacklin reminded us there are 
funds available via Suffolk County Council.  John said he now has Bonds Meadow buckets which can 
be used to collect at private events.  Allyson suggested getting a display board at Oulton Community 
Council. 
 
AOB 
Peter Collecott said that Anglia in Bloom has had to cancel a visit to Bonds Meadow owing to a lack 
of time on their part.  Could it be a priority for them next year?  Allyson said she personally would 
welcome that, but it needs to be subject to committee approval.  Anglia in Bloom has a different 
theme every year.  This year it is Heritage.  We do not know what it will be next year.  We will look at 
having an individual entry for next year.   
 
It was mentioned that during World War Two, a gun went off once and broke every window in Sands 
Lane.  This could be put on the web-site.   
 
Encroachment.  This is still on-going.  Waveney District Council’s legal department carried out a 
boundary investigation but it is a complicated situation.  It remains on our agenda.  We know the 
council shares our concerns and we appreciate Colin Law’s approach.  Waveney District Council are 
hoping that Suffolk County Council could get involved as they are responsible for the water course 
on the other side of Hall Road.  It is a frustrating situation, but we are trying.    
 
Peter Collecott asked if anyone has studied the proposed Woods Meadow development could affect 
the Bonds Meadow water course.  Brian said that Woods Meadow has planning consent.  There will 
be impact from 800 new houses.  He hopes that Bonds Meadow will be seen as an attractive open 
space enhancement to that estate and could qualify for a CILS grant.  There is a further proposed 
community-led neighbourhood plan which cannot be led by Oulton Parish Council.  There will be a 
meeting at Oulton Community Centre to explain what the plan is.  The aim of the Community Led 
Neighbourhood Plan is to plan for the future.  This will enable them to look at the effects of this 
development and how it can enhance the surrounding area (including Bonds Meadow).  We need to 
make sure we have input into this.  John Ward asked if Bonds Meadow is protected from being 
developed on.  At present we are, but we do have to be wary of future legislation which may favour 
developers. 
 
The meeting closed at 12.30 pm.  Allyson thanked Peter Collecott and Len Jacklin for attending and 
also for their support.  Brian Hunter moved to thank the chair, the Secretary and the Committee for 
their work. 
 
 
 
 
 


